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Cultural Critique and Analytical Argument
Culture may be viewed as a societal and personal identity that determines the welfare and lifestyle of a particular community (Young Adult Library Services Association). On the other hand, cultural critique provides a forum for interdisciplinary and international explorations of intellectual issues, trends and controversies in culture. As such, various cultural practices may differ from the other based on the issues, controversies and the trends being explored. For example, culture may help in determining the most essential things in a community like the manner children are raised and how chores are divided. To a broader concept, every culture permits individuals and groups to develop preconceived ideas about other people based on their exposures and experiences (Satrapi 120). The preconceived notions in return constitute discrimination, prejudices, and various stereotypical views. In that view, it becomes true to assert that the environment a person finds herself or himself shapes and forms discriminatory behaviors, prejudices, and stereotypes. This paper will therefore conceptually and critically analyze how culture produces values that conceal, naturalize or normalize systemic and social inequality, discrimination, exploitation, oppression violence, and cultural ideological meanings. In so doing, the paper will unveil the social constructions of meanings of sexuality and gender concerning global issues.
First and foremost, cultural traditions impact gender roles. Gender relations and identities are considered critical cultural aspects. A person's gender relations and identities are shaped by the person's daily lives in a family setup, workplaces, and the community at large (Satrapi 102). Therefore, gender functions as the organizing principle of cultural meanings based on the feminine or the masculine gender. Societies define the division of labor according to gender. Various societies have clear patterns of men's work and women's work, both within their workplaces, in the household, and the wider community. In that regard, we find that every society presents different explanations based on the different gender roles.
Moreover, whilst the gender roles vary among communities, there exists a general pattern that gives the male figure a dominant role. According to Boulangé, women are portrayed as subservient beings with less personal autonomy (20). Fewer resources are at their disposal. Therefore, women remain with limited influence over critical decisions that shape their own lives and societies. For example, the Islamic culture limits women's roles in productive roles. According to the culture, women are mainly confined within their homesteads with the key role of reproduction. The idea may be considered as a biased one since there exist unequal chances to give both genders the freedom to exploit their potentials.
Again, the feminine gender has been marginalized particularly from cultural life. Various cultures subject women to social inequality (Satrapi 30). Such cultures expose women to the barriers to contribute, access, and participate in productive roles. The Islamic culture restricts females to domestic activities. The cultures outline that right from a young age, girls grew in the women's quarters to be taught the basic household chores. Therefore, the entrenchment of such biased practices even to the educational system generally instills the culture of inequality even to the little children.
Cultural exploitation is also evident in some religions. Religious beliefs are another aspect that facilitates cultural exploitation.  As Satrapi suggests, most religions and cultural systems place more emphasis on men than women (69). Women in most cases are never given the freedom to preach teach or exercise pastoral care programs. Islamic religion categorically infringes some of the women's rights. In the Islamic culture, clothing especially those for married women is highly scrutinized (Satrapi 56). A married woman is expected to cover her head always. They also have to put on full-body garments that only expose their eyes. In that context, women are never allowed to make their own choices but must adhere to religious beliefs: whether discriminative or exploitative. Nonetheless, there seems to be some glimmer of hope for a cultural revolution following the existence of strong religious beliefs on equal love from the supreme being that makes people remain culturally sensitive to the overt and subtle ways culture devalues people. 
Again, it is evident that culture has a larger influence on the way gender violence is viewed. Most gender-based violence especially that violence against women is considered to come as a result of the societal patriarchal system. The sexiest and patriarchal views legitimize violence as most societies put more emphasis on patriarchy (Qahera). As a result, men will always want to be treated as dominant or superior gender in every activity. Therefore, understanding of family spheres calls for the gender socialization of the masculine and feminine gender in which the latter must remain submissive always.  
The legal framework still, stands out that gender-based violence cases favor the masculine gender. First, gender-based violence victims are considered weak and shameful (Qahera). In that context, more blames go to the feminine gender for being guilty of displaying undesirable behaviors that might have attracted such violence. Furthermore, women lacking most of the economic resources as opposed to their male counterparts makes them more vulnerable to violence. For example, in the event of unemployment situations, men always take advantage of their masculinity through violent means thus demeaning the feminine gender.
Cultural discrimination in gender violence cases is another pertinent factor affecting the feminine gender. The under-representation of women in politics and power due to the societal stereotypical views makes it hard for women to put forth effective discussions towards making effective policies. The virtue of women given fewer opportunities makes it difficult for them to air their views and adopt a realistic measure of supporting equality and combating gender-based violence (Satrapi 100). Society at large also fails to give less attention to women's cries on the rampant domestic violence that culminates the discriminatory cultural practices.
Culture, social traditions, and religion have subjected different gender to sexual, mental, and physical exploitation. Despite myriad changes in the status of women in the past centuries, most societies and religious beliefs still uphold inhuman and sexist practices that had been abolished. Such traditions that perpetuate abuse and misogamy endangers the plight of women in our contemporary societies. For most societies, women have to endure excruciating pain, mutilation, or even death in the name of doing what society considers to be good (Satrapi 65). Most outdated practices like Female genital mutilation subjects the feminine gender to risks their lives following the unwarranted circumstances associated with the ritual.
Further, some cultural practices giving the freedom for the forceful marriage of girls at their tender age prove unworthy. As evident in the pictures, it is true to state that education is not a critical aspect of the life of the female gender. The culture has brought forth stereotypes that leave women with the main role of pleasing their male counterparts through giving birth and remaining subservient (Qahera ). Women are therefore not given room to utilize their potential of acquiring knowledge like their male counterparts. The culture mainly presents biased views that infringes them their rights towards becoming independent members of society.
The religious sector also presents an oppressive movement, especially to the females. As the Young Adult Library Services Association, argues, the article directly attacks the French's cultural views towards the Islamic religion. The Muslim women in this context are highly criticized based on their manner of dressing. The young Arabs in France consider Islamic religion as a racist religion (Qahera). They perceive their manner of dressing to be associated with a given sector race and terror group. As such, the young Muslim women being considered as the weaker being to attack, become the center to be attacked and isolated. The conflict showing the attack Muslims in the story depicts a heightened rate of oppression of women in line with their religious beliefs. 
Finally, in terms of power relations, it stands out clearly that most cultures give more power to the masculine gender. Satrapi presents a pictorial tutorial that avails how culture gives the male figures the most productive roles in society (180). Women in that regard are portrayed as dependent beings who rely on men for almost everything. Society prohibits women from owning money without the consent of their husbands. Society, therefore, assumes a patriarchal view that puts the masculine gender at the top while the feminine gender becomes at the periphery.
Taking consideration of the above cultural aspects, it is evident that cultural identity contains an individual's history that includes achievements, traditions, triumphs, and achievements. Culture helps in the nourishment of a person's belonging, pride connection to community, resilience, and intersectional identities. However, a person's culture can be used to justify social and systematic inequality, gender violence discrimination, and oppression by evoking traditional beliefs and practices about how different gender should be treated. Nonetheless, in responding to current economic and social shifts due to environmental pressures, globalization, and new technologies, I certain that communities and various households will change in terms of their cultural view. It is only by changing the two living entities: culture and society that we shall get more refined definitions of gender roles, equality, and progressive cultural values.
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